Not so
scandalous

Sex week programming gets
softer image

Gillian Dunlop ‘19
Staff Writer

Sex Week is coming up
at Lafayette and it's less
provocative than in previ-
ous years.

Instead of drag perfor-
mances and porn stars,
this year’s Sex Week will
feature programming like
a condom wallet design
contest and a lecture on
asexuality. Events will
take place from Feb. 22-
26.

The goal of this year’s
Sex Week is empowering
people to “sexual authen-
ticity,” said Coordinator
of Gender and Sexuality
Programs (GSP) Cristina
Usino, who has been at the
college for five months.

“For me, Sex Week is
[about] how being mind-
ful and intentional in all

realms of life leads to opti-
mal health,” she said. “Are
you doing that with your
sexuality? Are you being
an authentic sexual per-
son?”

According to Usino,
programming is designed
to open a dialogue for stu-
dents about their sexual
identities.

“[Sex Week] provides
the platform to have dis-
cussions that really let go
of the shame, the stigma
and the taboo of talking
about something we all ei-
ther engaged in or choose
not to. Sexuality is some-
thing we can't escape,
so why aren’t we talking
about it in a sex positive
environment?” Usino said.

According to  Vice
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See Sex week Page 4



Sex week continued from Page 1

Annette Diorio, Sex Week has been hap-
pening at Lafayette since at least the early
2000s. Back then, students ran it, she said.

However, when former GSP coordina-
tor Gene Kelly started at the college, he
began helping students organize events.

According to Diorio, the GSP coordi-
nator position was created after a 2010
Campus Climate Survey found that La-
fayette needed to improve in both sup-
port for women on campus and for queer
identified students, faculty, and staff. Kel-
ly started at the college in 2012 and was
the first GSP coordinator at Lafayette.

Last vear, Kelly organized what some
called a provocative Sex Week that in-
cluded a lecture by adult film star Miri-
am Weeks—otherwise known as Belle
Knox—and education on BDSM. The
programming, particularly of Knox,
caused some controversy.

“Some of the buzz we got last year was
really more in the form of complaints,”
Diorio said. “[Some people thought] it
wasn't appropriate programming.”

Diorio felt these complaints took away
from the message behind these activities.

“I'm not sure those conversations nec-
essarily furthered the conversation we

were hoping to have,” she said. “When
the conversation is focused on ‘I don't like
this programming,’ that doesn't fit with
the overall goal.”

Usino plans to limit the shock factor
and focus on people’s personal narratives.

“I think what [ want to accomplish this
year is to be more inclusive,” Usino said.
“Because I have such an active and vocal
student population, [ wanted a platform
for discussion about our own personal
narratives when it comes to our own
sexuality versus just being provocative
and titillating. [ want to have a narrative
about our own experiences.”

Nicole Harrison ‘16, a Gender Outreach
Coordinator who helped plan Sex Week
this year, agreed that this year will be less
provocative. But both this year and last
year “have similar goals and try to look at
sex from different angles,” Harrison said.

“The reason [we have Sex Week] is to
have a comprehensive discussion to not
only address difficult topics such as rape
culture and STIs, but to include dialogue
that empowers students to explore their
sexuality,” Usino said.

Usino also believes that Sex Week will
be a good opportunity for students to fig-

ure out who they really are as opposed to
whom people tell them to be.

“In our culture, we are just given mes-
sages all the time about our sexuality and
what that's supposed to be, and so I really

Belle Knox at one of last year's Sex Week programs

want to challenge our community and
our students to ask themselves is that re-
ally fit for you? Is that your true ideology

of your sexuality?” she said.




